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The Mission
Oak Grove School continues building on its past successes by focusing on its clearly

defined mission.  Our mission statement reads as follows:

To achieve excellence in education by creating an environment for

student-centered active learning to serve as a foundation for a process of

lifelong learning.  While recognizing the uniqueness of each student, we

will work to foster:

basic academic & critical thinking skills, personal development,

physical fitness & recreation, creativity, citizenship,

appreciation of the arts, and mutual respect & integrity in a K

through 8 environment which integrates home, school, &

community.

2003-04 Initiatives
Curriculum

Oak Grove continues its focus on curriculum mapping as a major improvement initiative.

The mapping process will ensure a coherent K-8 curriculum in all subject areas and

provide the necessary data to make curricular enhancements.  We are in year two of a

four-year process.  For each academic discipline, the steps are the same:  year 1 - the

subject is mapped for content, skills, and assessments; year 2 – grade level core maps are

created for distribution to the public after a task force of teachers analyzes the data

collected, aligns it with state and/or national standards, and makes recommendations for

future direction.  Reading is in year two of the process while science and math are in year

one.

Fine Arts

Drama classes will be added for all first through fifth grade students.  Drama students

will be guided through various exercises and lessons that allow them to explore their

creativity.  The dramatic structure provides the framework for this exploration.  Students

will be exposed to literature and given the opportunity to play with elements of story such

as character and plot development, rising and falling action, and major areas of conflict

found in a story.  Group work lets students become involved in the process of

collaboration and communication thus providing an arena for coming to consensus while

engaged in the process of creating artistic form.  Students then engage in sharing their

work; success during this part of the process will lead to developing a healthy sense of

self-confidence and self-worth.  They will begin to feel comfortable expressing

themselves before their peers and gain further mastery over language.
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Parent Communication

Oak Grove will institute “New Avenues” to enhance communication with the public.

“New Avenues” will include special presentations at Board of Education meetings

focusing on particular topics of interest (student assessment, curriculum mapping, long-

range financial planning), an open town meeting, Jr. High principal coffees, and

presentations focusing on Oak Grove’s curricular content and Internet safety.  In addition,

the school website will be used at an unprecedented level to provide parents and the

public with quick and easy access to information.

Character Development

The widely acclaimed character education program, Character Counts, is now in its first

year of implementation.  Students are learning about the “Six Pillars of

Character”(Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and Good

Citizenship) in new and exciting ways.  The core beliefs of the program include:

1) There are enduring, universal moral truths – principles of thought and

conduct – which distinguish right from wrong and define the essence of

good character.

2) Character really counts! In personal relationships, in school, at the

workplace – in life – who you are makes a difference; and

3) Character is not hereditary, nor does it develop automatically; it must

be consciously developed by example and demand.

The Six Pillars are being taught within the context of Oak Grove’s curriculum and

through special projects and assemblies that occur throughout the year.


